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a word from our senior pastor

SAY YES TO JESUS

Dear church,

Looking back to look forward

What characterizes a true disciple of Christ? We have been focused on the FORM of a disci-
ple these past 4 years (2019-2022), characterized by Family, Obedience, Relationships and
Mission. In fact, we spent a year going deeper on each of these measures.

We had a good start! However, we have also received feedback that “Just as we were be-
ginning to better understand and implement one characteristic, we moved on to something
new.” Indeed, a year is not enough for the kind of radical change that God is challenging
us to.

2023 will therefore be a year for us to consolidate and deepen the FORM of discipleship
in ourselves. These measures of a disciple are not a passing fad for Woodlands EFC. Our
mission is to make disciples that transform Woodlands and the world, and these measures
describe the kind of disciples we seek to nurture and reproduce.

Our Discipleship Focus for 2023
The starting point of all discipleship is the good news of God's redemption through Jesus
Christ — that God so loved the world that He sent His only Son to die for our sins.

Our response to His great love is Obedience. Thus, our discipleship focus this year is “Say
Yes to Jesus!” This obedience is to be demonstrated in our families, relationships, and how
we live out God's mission.

A Journey through Mark
I've selected the gospel of Mark to guide our discipleship growth this year. What can we
learn from this shortest of the four gospel narratives?

First, we can know the authority of Jesus in our lives.

Mark strongly portrayed Jesus as the Messiah — The Anointed One who would establish the
Kingdom of God on earth and save all men. However, Jesus was not just God's anointed
man but God Himselfl He demonstrated authority over demons & diseases, nature, and
even had the power to forgive sins.

As the gospel unpacks the extent of Jesus' authority over everything, may this inspire us in
our own obedience and submission to Him.

Second, we can know the place of suffering in our discipleship.

Jesus wielded such great authority, yet He underwent great suffering. The final one-third
of the gospel is especially focused on Jesus' journey to the Cross, although there are also
many references to suffering and death in the first part of Mark.
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Reading the gospel would surely have encouraged the early Christians who were under-
going great persecution at the time. Would they follow in the footsteps of their Lord Jesus
who, despite his great authority, subjected himself to immense suffering to the point of
death?

It is increasingly difficult for us to live out our Christian faith in Singapore, although we can
hardly be described as undergoing persecution. Let us be inspired by Jesus Himself to
remain faithful in our discipleship journeys.

Third, we can know the twelve disciples’ struggle to understand Jesus.

Mark consistently portrayed the weaknesses of the twelve disciples. These men were far
from perfect — they struggled with fear, faithlessness and selfish ambition, and ultimate-
ly betrayed their beloved Master. For instance, Peter demonstrated great spiritual insight
when he declared that Jesus was the Christ, but in the very next moment, he failed to grasp
what Jesus meant when He spoke about His impending death.

The gospel writer was honest about the disciples' meandering journey to spiritual maturity.
Let us also be real with one another in our own struggles, so that we can build authentic
communities as we journey together through victories and failures in our LCG Huddles and
ministry groups.

Say Yes to Jesus!

Church, as we journey through the gospel of Mark this year, let us “Say Yes to Jesus” as we
learn more about His lordship over all of creation and see His love expressed through the
suffering He embraced to redeem us back to Himself.

Let us respond with obedience, because it is the fundamental mark of discipleship, and
may this discipleship be first seen in our families. And let us find like-minded disciples to
journey with in life-on-life relationships. Finally, as we discover more of the Father’s heart
for the lost, let us serve together to reach these ones, in Woodlands and around the world,
who are so precious to Him.

In His love,
Senior Pastor Lim Kee Oon



the measures of successful

DISCIPLESHIP

Our discipleship must affect every area of our life.
But the first place where it matters is at home in our families. Home is the
real test of our discipleship because this is where our real character is seen.

Studying the Bible is the means to knowing God and His will for our lives.
But obedience to God, not mere Bible knowledge, is our goal. The mark of
a mature disciple is whole-hearted submission to the authority of
God's Word and the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Deep, authentic life-on-life relationships are God's design for our growth.
This means we are willing to share and struggle vulnerably with one
another, and let others hold us accountable. When we grow together,
we can also serve together with our different gifts to build up the church
to fulfil its mission in the world.

God so loved the lost that He sent His Son into our midst to save us, and
now sends us to tell the world about Him. We must have this same missional
heartbeat if we are truly His disciples. This passion should not be limited
only to taking part in church-organised programmes but must be evident in
our lives even when we are away from church or scattered around the world.



making disciples who transform

Woodlands and the world

We bring God's healing and wholeness to Woodlands and wherever
He calls us. Experiencing the joy of obeying all that Jesus taught us,
we become and make disciples who transform the world around us.

PHOTO | WONG CHUAN PERNG
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the gospel according to

MARK

Strictly speaking, the gospel writer of Mark is
anonymous. But the early church strongly iden-
tifies John Mark as the author of this gospel. He
was a minor character in the Bible, but he left a
huge impact!

Mark was the cousin of Barnabas, who accom-
panied Paul and Barnabas on their missionary
journeys. However, he abandoned them half-
way and returned to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13).
Later, Barnabas wanted to call Mark back to
join them, but Paul refused. This caused such
a sharp disagreement that Paul and Barna-
bas went their separate ways (Acts 15:36-40).
Thankfully, they later reconciled and 2 Tim
4:11 tells us that Paul even changed his opin-
ion about Mark, describing him as “useful for
ministry”.

Mark was very close to the Apostle Peter, who
stayed at his home in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12).
By the time he wrote his epistle, Mark had be-
come like a son to Peter (2 Peter 5:13). In fact,
the early church father Papias said this about
the gospel of Mark: “Mark became Peter’s inter-
preter and wrote accurately all that he remem-
bered, not, indeed, in order, of the things said
and done by the Lord.”

In other words, this gospel is Mark's record of
the events of Jesus' life as told to him by the
Apostle Peter.



John the Baptist Prepares the Way
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,

3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,”

# John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. > And all the country of Judea and all
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. © Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and
wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And
he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than |, the strap of
whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. ¢ | have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism of Jesus

?In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John
in the Jordan. ' And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw
the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.
" And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well
pleased.”

The Temptation of Jesus

2 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. "® And he was in
the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild
animals, and the angels were ministering to him.

Jesus Begins His Ministry

* Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gos-
pel of God, "> and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother
of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. "7 And Jesus said
to them, “Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of men.” '® And im-
mediately they left their nets and followed him. ' And going on a little farther,
he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their
boat mending the nets. 2° And immediately he called them, and they left their
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.
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Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean Spirit

21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he en-
tered the synagogue and was teaching. 2 And they were astonished at his
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.
2 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit.
And he cried out, 2* "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? | know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 2° But
Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 2¢ And the un-
clean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him.
27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, say-
ing, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the un-
clean spirits, and they obey him.” 2 And at once his fame spread everywhere
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.

Jesus Heals Many

2 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon
and Andrew, with James and John. 3 Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a
fever, and immediately they told him about her. 3! And he came and took her
by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve
them.

%2 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed
by demons. 3 And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 3 And he
healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons.
And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.

Jesus Preaches in Galilee

% And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and
went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 3¢ And Simon and those
who were with him searched for him, ¥ and they found him and said to him,
"Everyone is looking for you.” 3 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the
next towns, that | may preach there also, for that is why | came out.” 3 And he
went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out
demons.

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you
will, you can make me clean.” 4" Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand
and touched him and said to him, “l will; be clean.” > And immediately the
leprosy left him, and he was made clean. * And Jesus sternly charged him and
sent him away at once, ** and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone,
but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses
commanded, for a proof to them.” 4 But he went out and began to talk freely
about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter
a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him from
every quarter.
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Jesus Heals a Paralytic

2 And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that
he was at home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no
more room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to them.
3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. * And when
they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof
above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on
which the paralytic lay. > And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the par-
alytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” © Now some of the scribes were sitting
there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus,
perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to
them, "Why do you question these things in your hearts? ? Which is easier, to
say to the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 'Rise, take up your bed
and walk'? " But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins”"—he said to the paralytic— " “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed,
and go home.” 2 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went
out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying,
“We never saw anything like this!”

Jesus Calls Levi

¥ He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and
he was teaching them. '* And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphae-
us sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and
followed him.

'® And as he reclined attable in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were
reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him.
' And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with
sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax col-
lectors and sinners?” "7 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. | came not to call
the righteous, but sinners.”

DID YOU KNOW that tax collectors were hated in biblical times and regard-

ed as sinners? They were Jews who worked for the Romans, so they were
thought of as "traitors".

A Question About Fasting

'® Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people came and
said to him, “Why do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast,
but your disciples do not fast?” ' And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding
guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bride-
groom with them, they cannotfast.?° The days will come when the bridegroom
is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day. ' No one sews a
piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the patch tears away
from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts
new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins—and the
14
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wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for fresh wineskins.”

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath

2 One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their
way, his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 2* And the Pharisees were
saying to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?”
2 And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did, when he was
in need and was hungry, he and those who were with him: 26 how he entered
the house of God, in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the bread
of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also
gave it to those who were with him?” # And he said to them, “The Sabbath
was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 22 So the Son of Man is lord even
of the Sabbath.”

>>> SO0 OF MAN

DID YOU KNOW that “the Son of Man” was Jesus' favourite way to describe
Himself in all four Gospels (mentioned over 80 times)? In every instance bar
one, it is Jesus Himself who uses the phrase. Where did the phrase come
from and what did Jesus mean by it?

The title “the Son of Man" has its roots in apocalyptic literature of the Old
Testament. The most prominent example of this is found in Daniel 7:13-14,
that points to a coming human-like person who will be given all authority,
power and glory, receive the worship of all mankind and rule over an eternal
kingdom amidst suffering.

Jesus cryptically used this term from Daniel to (1) refer to Himself, (2) de-
scribe His authority and earthly ministry, (3) anticipate His suffering and
death, and (4) anticipate His future exaltation and glory. He might have cho-
sen to use “Son of Man” because the theme of victory through suffering was
more in keeping with the purpose of His earthly ministry rather than “Messi-
ah” or “Son of David", which had political undertones among the Jews. (The
Jews were looking for a Savior who would rescue them from Roman rule.)

A Man with a Withered Hand

3 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand.
2 And they watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath,
so that they might accuse him. 3 And he said to the man with the withered
hand, “Come here.” * And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do
good orto do harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. ®> And he looked
around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the
man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored.
¢ The Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians
against him, how to destroy him.
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A Great Crowd Follows Jesus

7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, from
Galilee and Judea ® and Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan
and from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard all that he was
doing, they came to him. ? And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for
him because of the crowd, lest they crush him, ' for he had healed many, so
that all who had diseases pressed around him to touch him. " And whenever
the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are
the Son of God.” '? And he strictly ordered them not to make him known.

The Twelve Apostles

3 And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired,
and they came to him. ' And he appointed twelve (whom he also named
apostles) so that they might be with him and he might send them out to preach
> and have authority to cast out demons. ' He appointed the twelve: Simon
(to whom he gave the name Peter); V7 James the son of Zebedee and John
the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of
Thunder); '® Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas,
and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot, ' and
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not
even eat. 2 And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they
were saying, “He is out of his mind.”

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit

22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is pos-
sessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.”
2 And he called them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast
out Satan? ?*If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
2 And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.
26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand,
but is coming to an end. 2 But no one can enter a strong man'’s house and
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may
plunder his house.

28 "Truly, | say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever
blasphemies they utter, ?° but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— % for they were saying,
“He has an unclean spirit.”

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers

31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to
him and called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to
him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” ¥ And he an-
swered them, "Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about
at those who sat around him, he said, “"Here are my mother and my brothers!
3 For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”

18
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>>»> SAME SAME BUT DIFFERENT

DID YOU KNOW some people are confused by what appea
to be discrepancies (errors or contradictions) between t
four Gospels? Others even point to these discrepancies
reasons not to trust the reliability of the Bible. For examp
the two genealogies given for Jesus (one in Matthew 1, t
other in Luke 3) appear to be different. Did Jesus heal twi
blind men (Matthew 20:30) or only one (Mark 10:46 / Luke
18:35)? Was Jesus anointed early in His ministry in the house
of Simon the Pharisee (Luke 7:36-50) or late in His ministry in
the house of Simon the Leper (Mark 14:3-9 / Matthew 26:6-
13)?

Such discrepancies are easily resolved once you understand
that each Gospel writer was painting a portrait of Jesus for a
different audience, with a different purpose, and so empha-
sized different perspectives. Think of them as painters sitting
at four points of the compass (N, S, E, W) around the model
(the subject of their painting), and each one using his own
style of painting. Each would produce a different picture but
of the same model. So when you read the Gospels, read them
as four composite stories of Jesus’ life and ministry, each one
providing a unique view of Christ.



The Parable of the Sower

q Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered
about him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole
crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 And he was teaching them many
things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: ® “Listen! Behold, a
sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and
the birds came and devoured it. ® Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it
did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth
of soil. ® And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it
withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell into good soil and
produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixty-
fold and a hundredfold.” ? And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

DID YOU KNOW that a parable is a story used to illustrate a deeper spiritu-
al or moral principle through the use of allegory/metaphor/simile/example,
using the familiar to illustrate unfamiliar concepts to the hearer? The Hebrew
language does not have many abstract terms to describe God, so parables
employ the use of physical imagery and human experience to add colour

and depth to the principle being displayed. It might come as a surprise to
you that Jesus did not invent the parable, but was simply employing a tra-
ditional method of teaching that was used widely by rabbis in first century
Judaism. Over a third of His instruction was done via parables to express
spiritual truths.

The Purpose of the Parables

1 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about
the parables. ' And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the
kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, '? so that

"

they may indeed see but not perceive,
and may indeed hear but not understand,
lest they should turn and be forgiven.”

¥ And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will
you understand all the parables? '* The sower sows the word. '® And these
are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan
immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. "¢ And these
are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word,
immediately receive it with joy. 7 And they have no root in themselves, but
endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of
the word, immediately they fall away. '® And others are the ones sown among
thorns. They are those who hear the word, ' but the cares of the world and
the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke
the word, and it proves unfruitful. 2° But those that were sown on the good soil
are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and
sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”
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DID YOU KNOW that ancient Israel was an agricultural society? Farming was
a primary occupation for the people, and dictated the pace of life through-
out the year. The main crops cultivated were wheat, barley, legumes, figs,

grapes and olives. A good farmer would hoe the ground and break up the
soil before planting the seed, and then weed the ground and thin the crops
as necessary. So then, who is the "sower" in Jesus' parable (Mark 4:1-9) and
what is the "good soil"? And how can this parable apply to us today?

A Lamp Under a Basket

21 And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or
under a bed, and not on a stand? 22 For nothing is hidden except to be made
manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. 2 If anyone has ears
to hear, let him hear.” 2* And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear:
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be
added to you. % For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one
who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”

The Parable of the Seed Growing

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the
ground. ? He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows;
he knows not how. 2 The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear,
then the full grain in the ear. ?? But when the grain is ripe, at once he putsin the
sickle, because the harvest has come.”

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what par-
able shall we use for it? ¥ It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown
on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32 yet when it is sown
it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

3 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it. 3 He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own
disciples he explained everything.

Jesus Calms a Storm

3 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to
the other side.” 3 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat,
just as he was. And other boats were with him. 3’ And a great windstorm arose,
and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling.
% But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said
to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 3 And he awoke and
rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be stilll” And the wind ceased,
and there was a great calm. %° He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have
you still no faith?” #' And they were filled with great fear and said to one anoth-
er, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
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Jesus Heals a Man with a Demon

5 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.
2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out
of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. * He lived among the tombs. And no
one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, * for he had often been
bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he
broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. > Night
and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and
cutting himself with stones. ® And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell
down before him.” And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you
to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | adjure you by God, do not
torment me.” & For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean
spirit!” 7 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is
Legion, for we are many.” " And he begged him earnestly not to send them out
of the country. ' Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside,
2and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” '* So
he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the
pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep
bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.

' The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people
came to see what it was that had happened. "> And they came to Jesus and
saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there,
clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. '* And those who had seen
it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and
to the pigs. 7 And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. '® As
he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons
begged him that he might be with him. ' And he did not permit him but said
to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done
for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 2 And he went away and began
to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone
marveled.

Jesus Heals a Woman and Jairus’s Daughter

21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great
crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came one of
the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet
% and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of
death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and
live.” 2* And he went with him.

And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 2> And there was a
woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 2 and who had
suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was
no better but rather grew worse. ¥ She had heard the reports about Jesus and
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 2% For she said, “If
| touch even his garments, | will be made well.” 2 And immediately the flow of
blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.
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30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, imme-
diately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?”
3 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and
yet you say, 'Who touched me?” 32 And he looked around to see who had
done it. ¥ But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear
and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 3* And
he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be
healed of your disease.”

3 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler’s house some who
said, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” *¢ But
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not
fear, only believe.” 37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and
James and John the brother of James. 3 They came to the house of the ruler
of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing
loudly. 3 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making
a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” *° And they
laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child’s father and
mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was. %' Tak-
ing her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, | say
to you, arise.” % And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she
was twelve years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amaze-
ment. * And he strictly charged them that no one should know this, and told
them to give her something to eat.

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

6 He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples
followed him. 2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and
many who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these
things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by
his hands? 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and
Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they
took offense at him. 4 And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor,
except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.”
> And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few
sick people and healed them. ¢ And he marveled because of their unbelief.

And he went about among the villages teaching.

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles

7 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave
them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to take nothing for
their journey except a staff-no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 7 but
to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. ' And he said to them, “Whenever
you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. "' And if any place
will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off
the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” '? So they went out
and proclaimed that people should repent. '* And they cast out many demons
and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.
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The Death of John the Baptist

4 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said,
“John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous
powers are at work in him.” ' But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said,
"He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” ' But when Herod heard
of it, he said, “John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.” 7 For it was Herod
who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Hero-
dias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had married her. '® For John had
been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”
'Y And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death.
But she could not, % for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous
and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly per-
plexed, and yet he heard him gladly.

21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for
his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 2 For
when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
guests. And the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will
give it to you.” 2 And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, | will give you,
up to half of my kingdom.” 2 And she went out and said to her mother, “For
what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist." 2° And she
came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “l want you to
give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the king was
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to
break his word to her. 2 And immediately the king sent an executioner with
orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 2 and
brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her
mother. 2 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and
laid it in a tomb.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and
taught. 3 And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place
and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no lei-
sure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by
themselves. ¥ Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they
ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When he
went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because
they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many
things. 3> And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is
a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 3 Send them away to go into the
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”
37 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to
him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to
them to eat?” 3¢ And he said to them, "How many loaves do you have? Go and
see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 3 Then he
commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. *° So they sat
down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. ' And taking the five loaves and
the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves
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and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the
two fish among them all. %2 And they all ate and were satisfied. ** And they took
up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. * And those who ate
the loaves were five thousand men.

Jesus Walks on the Water

% Immediately he made his disciples get into the
boat and go before him to the other side, to Beth-
saida, while he dismissed the crowd. % And after he
had taken leave of them, he went up on the moun-
tain to pray. ¥ And when evening came, the boat
was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land.
4 And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was
against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walk-
ing on the sea. He meant to pass by them, *° but when they saw him walking
on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, *° for they all saw him
and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart;
it is I. Do not be afraid.” > And he got into the boat with them, and the wind
ceased. And they were utterly astounded, °? for they did not understand about
the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret

% When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored
to the shore. * And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately
recognized him % and ran about the whole region and began to bring the
sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. ¢ And wherever he
came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces
and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And
as many as touched it were made well.

»» FRINGE BENEFITS

DID YOU KNOW that the first example in the gospel of Mark of people be-
lieving they could be healed just by touch occurs in Mark 3:10? By the time
we get to Mark 6:56, the sick, who had been laid in the marketplace to wait
for Jesus, begged Jesus to let them touch the fringe or hem of Jesus’ outer
garments, believing they would be healed by merely touching His clothes.

It is clearly recorded that people who touched Jesus or His clothes or the
edge of His clothes were all healed. In the original Greek text, it is also clear
that Jesus was not the one who took action - He did not go looking for his
patients, it was the patients who took the initiative and, by faith, acknowl-
edged the sovereignty and divine power of Jesus to heal them.

In what areas do you need to acknowledge Jesus’ Lordship and trust Him in
your life today? Take the initiative and see that the Lord is good.




Traditions and Commandments

7 Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had
come from Jerusalem, 2 they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that
were defiled, thatis, unwashed. 3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat
unless they wash their hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders,
4and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash.
And there are many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of
cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.) > And the Pharisees
and the scribes asked him, “"Why do your disciples not walk according to the
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” ¢ And he said to them,
"Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written,

"This people honors me with their lips,
but their heart is far from me;
7in vain do they worship me,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men!
8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.”

? And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of
God in order to establish your tradition! ' For Moses said, ‘Honor your father
and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die!
" But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would
have gained from me is Corban” (that is, given to God)- "2 then you no longer
permit him to do anything for his father or mother, '* thus making void the
word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And many such
things you do.”

What Defiles a Person

* And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of
you, and understand: '® There is nothing outside a person that by going into
him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile
him.” 17 And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples
asked him about the parable. '® And he said to them, “Then are you also with-
out understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from
outside cannot defile him, ' since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and
is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) ?° And he said, “What comes
out of a person is what defiles him. 2" For from within, out of the heart of man,
come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, % coveting,
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 2 All these
evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

The Syrophoenician Woman's Faith

2 And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon.
And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not
be hidden. # But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean
spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 2¢ Now the woman was
a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon
out of her daughter. 7 And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it
is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 2 But she
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answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children’s
crumbs.” 22 And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your way; the
demon has left your daughter.” 3® And she went home and found the child
lying in bed and the demon gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man

3 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 3 And they brought to him a
man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to
lay his hand on him. 3* And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put
his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. 3* And looking
up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”
3 And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.
% And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the
more zealously they proclaimed it. ¥ And they were astonished beyond mea-
sure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and
the mute speak.”

Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand

8 inthose days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had noth-
ing to eat, he called his disciples to him and said to them, 2l have compassion
on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have
nothing to eat. 3 And if | send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint
on the way. And some of them have come from far away.” * And his disciples
answered him, "How can one feed these people with bread here in this deso-
late place?” > And he asked them, "How many loaves do you have?” They said,
“Seven.” ® And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And he took
the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to
his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd.
7 And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these
also should be set before them. 8 And they ate and were satisfied. And they
took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. ? And there were about
four thousand people. And he sent them away. '° And immediately he got into
the boat with his disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha.

The Pharisees Demand a Sign

" The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign
from heaven to test him. '2 And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why
does this generation seek a sign? Truly, | say to you, no sign will be given to
this generation.” '3 And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the
other side.

The Leaven of the Pharisees and Herod

* Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with
them in the boat. ' And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” ' And they began discuss-
ing with one another the fact that they had no bread. ' And Jesus, aware of
this, said to them, "Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do
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you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? '® Having eyes
do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember?
YWhen | broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of
broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 2 "And the seven
for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take
up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” 2" And he said to them, "Do you not yet
understand?”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida

22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man
and begged him to touch him. 22 And he took the blind man by the hand and
led him out of the village, and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands
on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” 2* And he looked up and said,
"| see people, but they look like trees, walking.” 2 Then Jesus laid his hands
on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw
everything clearly. 2 And he sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter
the village.”

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ

27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philip-
pi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “"Who do people say that | am?”
28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one
of the prophets.” 2 And he asked them, “But who do you say that | am?” Peter
answered him, “You are the Christ.” 3 And he strictly charged them to tell no
one about him.

DID YOU KNOW that Caesarea Philippi was where Jesus revealed to His
disciples for the first time that He was the Messiah? Jesus first asked the

disciples who the multitudes thought He was. Then He made it personal:
Who do you say that | am?" How about you — who is Jesus to you?

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things
and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be
killed, and after three days rise again. 3 And he said this plainly. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. ¥ But turning and seeing his dis-
ciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me. ¥ For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for
my sake and the gospel's will save it. 3¢ For what does it profit a man to gain
the whole world and forfeit his soul? 3’ For what can a man give in return for his
soul? 3 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
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9 And he said to them, “Truly, | say to you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with
power.”

The Transfiguration

2 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before
them, * and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth
could bleach them. * And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they
were talking with Jesus. > And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we
are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for
Elijah.” ¢ For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified.” And a cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved
Son; listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw any-
one with them but Jesus only.

? And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell
no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
1 So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the
dead might mean. ' And they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first
Elijah must come?” 2 And he said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore
all things. And how is it written of the Son of Man that he should suffer many
things and be treated with contempt? '* But | tell you that Elijah has come, and
they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of him.”

Jesus Heals a Boy with an Unclean Spirit

% And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them,
and scribes arguing with them. > And immediately all the crowd, when they
saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. '® And he
asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 7 And someone from
the crowd answered him, “Teacher, | brought my son to you, for he has a spirit
that makes him mute. '® And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and
he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So | asked your disciples to
castitout, and they were notable.” ” And he answered them, “O faithless gen-
eration, how long am | to be with you? How long am | to bear with you? Bring
him to me.” 2° And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him,
immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about,
foaming at the mouth. 2! And Jesus asked his father, “"How long has this been
happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. ?? And it has often cast him
into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have com-
passion on us and help us.” 2 And Jesus said to him, “If you can'! All things are
possible for one who believes.” 2 Immediately the father of the child cried out
and said, "I believe; help my unbelief!” 2 And when Jesus saw that a crowd
came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute
and deaf spirit, | command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”
26 And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy
was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “"He is dead.” ¥ But Jesus took
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. ¢ And when he had entered
the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”
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22 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”

Jesus Again Foretells Death, Resurrection

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want
anyone to know, ¥ for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him.
And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 3 But they did not under-
stand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.

Who Is the Greatest?

¥ And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked
them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 3 But they kept silent, for on
the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 3 And
he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be
first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 3 And he took a child and put him
in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, ¥ “Whoever
receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me,
receives not me but him who sent me.”

Anyone Not Against Us Is for Us

3 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” ¥ But Jesus
said, "Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will
be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. % For the one who is not against
us is for us. 4! For truly, | say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink
because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.

Temptations to Sin

42 "\Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would
be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were
thrown into the sea. ** And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better
for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the un-
quenchable fire. * And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for
you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. ¥ And if your
eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of
God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ¢ ‘where their
worm does not die and the fire is not quenched. *’ For everyone will be salted
with fire. %° Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it
salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Teaching About Divorce

10 And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jor-
dan, and crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he
taught them.

2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man
to divorce his wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?”
*They said, "Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send
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her away.” > And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he
wrote you this commandment. ¢ But from the beginning of creation, ‘God
made them male and female. 7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and
mother and hold fast to his wife, ® and the two shall become one flesh So they
are no longer two but one flesh. * What therefore God has joined together, let
not man separate.”

1 And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. '" And
he said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits
adultery against her, '2 and if she divorces her husband and marries another,
she commits adultery.”

Let the Children Come to Me

¥ And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the
disciples rebuked them. ' But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to
them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs
the kingdom of God. ™ Truly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the king-
dom of God like a child shall not enter it.” ' And he took them in his arms and
blessed them, laying his hands on them.

The Rich Young Man

7 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before
him and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?”
8 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except
God alone. " You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit
adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your
father and mother.” 20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these | have kept from
my youth.” 2 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack
one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, he
went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

2 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 2* And the disciples
were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how diffi-
cult it is to enter the kingdom of God! # It is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”
2 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be
saved?” ?7 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not
with God. For all things are possible with God.” 2% Peter began to say to him,
“See, we have left everything and followed you.” % Jesus said, “Truly, | say
to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother
or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, * who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come
eternal life. 3" But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time

32 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking
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ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid.
And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to
him, 3% saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be
delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him
to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. * And they will mock him and
spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”

The Request of James and John

% And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” % And he said to
them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” % Jesus
said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the
cup that | drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which | am baptized?”
37 And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that |
drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which | am baptized, you will be
baptized, “° but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it
is for those for whom it has been prepared.” ' And when the ten heard it, they
began to be indignant at James and John. 2 And Jesus called them to him
and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gen-
tiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. %3 But
it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must
be your servant, * and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.
4 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”

Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus

4 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples
and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting
by the roadside. 4 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he be-
gan to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” ¢ And many
rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!” ¥ And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And
they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.”
%0 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. > And Jesus
said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to
him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” > And Jesus said to him, “Go your way;
your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and
followed him on the way.

The Triumphal Entry

11 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go
into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a
colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it
back here immediately.” * And they went away and found a colt tied at a door
outside in the street, and they untied it. > And some of those standing there
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said to them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?” ¢ And they told them
what Jesus had said, and they let them go.” And they brought the colt to Jesus
and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. # And many spread their cloaks on
the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields.
? And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosan-
na! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! '° Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!”

" And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve.

DID YOU KNOW that Jesus entered Jerusalem exactly 5 days before the Pass-
over? (See John 12:1, 12) What is the significance of this date?

Almost 1500 years before, at the end of Israel's 400 years of slavery in Egypt,
God instructed the nation to take a "lamb without blemish" for each family,
care for it, and on the fifth day, slaughter it and paint its blood on the door-
posts of their homes. (See Ex 12:1-32) It was an act of obedience, trusting
that God would "pass over" their homes when He struck down the firstborn
of every man and animal. And God kept His word.

Fast forward to Jesus' time. The day that Jesus entered Jerusalem (Palm Sun-
day) would have been the exact same date the Israelites were supposed to
bring a "lamb without blemish" into their homes.

The Israelites missed the full significance of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. They
saw Him fulfilling Zechariah's prophecy of Zec 9:9, but they missed Jesus en-
tering their "home" as the final Passover Lamb, who would be slaughtered in
their midst in a few days' time, a sacrifice for the sins of the world (1 Cor 5:7).

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

'20n the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. ' And
seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything
on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the sea-
son for figs. ™ And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.”
And his disciples heard it.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

> And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive
out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned
the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons.
' And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. ' And
he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall
be called a house of prayer for all the nations'? But you have made it a den of
robbers.” '® And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a
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way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished
at his teaching. ' And when evening came they went out of the city.

The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree

20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its
roots. 2' And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that
you cursed has withered.” 2 And Jesus answered them, "Have faith in God.
2 Truly, | say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown
into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says
will come to pass, it will be done for him. 2* Therefore | tell you, whatever you
ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. % And
whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so
that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”

The Authority of Jesus Challenged

27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple,
the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, 28 and they said
to him, “By what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this au-
thority to do them?” ?? Jesus said to them, "l will ask you one question; answer
me, and | will tell you by what authority | do these things. 3* Was the baptism of
John from heaven or from man? Answer me.” ¥ And they discussed it with one
another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?"—they were afraid of the people,
for they all held that John really was a prophet. 3® So they answered Jesus, "We
do not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority
I do these things.”

The Parable of the Tenants

12 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard
and put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower,
and leased it to tenants and went into another country. 2 When the season
came, he sent a servant to the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the
vineyard. 3 And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-hand-
ed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, and they struck him on the head
and treated him shamefully. > And he sent another, and him they killed. And
so with many others: some they beat, and some they killed. ¢ He had still one
other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son." 7 But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill
him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 And they took him and killed him and
threw him out of the vineyard.  What will the owner of the vineyard do? He
will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. '® Have you
not read this Scripture:

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

" this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes'?”
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12 And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they per-
ceived that he had told the parable against them. So they left him and went
away.

Paying Taxes to Caesar

13 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to
trap him in his talk. '* And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that

you are true and do not care about anyone's opinion. For you are not swayed
by appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to
Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” '> But, knowing their
hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring me a denarius and
let me look at it.” '* And they brought one. And he said to them, "Whose like-
ness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar's.” "7 Jesus said to them,
“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are
God's.” And they marveled at him.

>>»> THE THING ABOUT TAKES

DID YOU KNOW that during Jesus' time, the Israelites were taxed on almost
everything (e.g., the use of roads, the use of ports, the sale of goods, etc.) ?
But the one tax Jews hated more than any other was the Roman poll tax, for
two main reasons:

The first reason was that it was a tributary tax, paid as a sign of submission
to Roman Imperial rule. This was an extremely touchy political topic for the
Jews, since Rome had crushed the last Jewish revolt in AD 6, just 20+ years
before Jesus’ time in ministry. It would have been similar to how Americans
today still remember the 9/11 attacks on the Twin Towers in 2001! Their
defeat was still an open wound. The second reason was that the poll tax
had to be paid with the denarius, a silver coin minted with the image of the
emperor and inscriptions that pronounced him a god. Such a graven image
and deification of a man ran counter to Jewish religious sensibilities who
considered YHWH the only God and who typically used copper coins with
no image on them.

As you read Mark 12:13-17 (p58), notice how clever Jesus was, not just in
the way He escaped the Pharisees’ trap but in how He revealed their hypoc-
risy. When asked if it was right to pay the tax, Jesus asked for a denarius. This
showed that neither He nor His disciples had such a coin but the Pharisees,
not realizing Jesus was setting His own trap, produced the coin, showing
that they paid the tax! Jesus then asked whose image was on the coin, and
told the Pharisees to give to Caesar what belonged to Caesar, since the
emperor's image was on the coin. Whose image is on YOU? (See Gen 1:27)
And are you giving to God what belongs to God?
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The Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection

8 And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection. And they
asked him a question, saying, ' “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's
brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man must take the
widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 2° There were seven brothers; the
first took a wife, and when he died left no offspring. 2! And the second took
her, and died, leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. ?2 And the seven left
no offspring. Last of all the woman also died. ?° In the resurrection, when they
rise again, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as wife.”

24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God? 2° For when they rise from the
dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heav-
en. % And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Mo-
ses, in the passage about the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘l am the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? 27 He is not
God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.”

The Great Commandment

28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another,
and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is
the most important of all?” 2? Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 3 And you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.’ 3! The second is this: ‘"You shall love your neighbor
as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” 3 And the
scribe said to him, "You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one,
and there is no other besides him. ** And to love him with all the heart and
with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's neigh-
bor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
34 And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far
from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more
questions.

Whose Son Is the Christ?

% And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the
Christ is the son of David? % David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared,

"The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet.

"

37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” And the great throng
heard him gladly.

Beware of the Scribes

3 And in his teaching he said, "“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around
in long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces ¥ and have the best seats
in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, *° who devour widows'
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houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater
condemnation.”

The Widow's Offering

4 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting
money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. * And a
poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny.
4 And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, | say to you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offer-
ing box. % For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple

1 3 And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look,
Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus
said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one
stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”

Signs of the End of the Age

3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James
and John and Andrew asked him privately,  “Tell us, when will these things
be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about to be accom-
plished?” > And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray.
¢ Many will come in my name, saying, 'l am he!” and they will lead many astray.
7 And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This
must take place, but the end is not yet. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there
will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains.

? "But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you
will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings
for my sake, to bear witness before them. '® And the gospel must first be pro-
claimed to all nations. ' And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over,
do not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given
you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. ' And brother
will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise
against parents and have them put to death. '* And you will be hated by all for
my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.

The Abomination of Desolation

*“But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought
not to be (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to
the mountains. '° Let the one who is on the housetop not go down, nor enter
his house, to take anything out, ' and let the one who is in the field not turn
back to take his cloak. "7 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those
who are nursing infants in those days! '® Pray that it may not happen in winter.
1% For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been from the be-
ginning of the creation that God created until now, and never will be. 2 And
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if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But
for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. ' And then if
anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!" do not be-
lieve it. 22 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and
wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 2> But be on guard; | have told
you all things beforehand.

The Coming of the Son of Man

24 "But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, 2° and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power and glory. 2 And then he will send out the
angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender
and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. %’ So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 3 Truly, |
say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.
¥ Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

No One Knows That Day or Hour

32 "But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 3 Be on guard, keep awake. For you
do not know when the time will come. ** It is like a man going on a journey,
when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. ** Therefore stay awake—for you do
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at mid-
night, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— % lest he come suddenly
and find you asleep. ¥ And what | say to you | say to all: Stay awake.”

The Plot to Kill Jesus

14 it was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by
stealth and kill him, 2 for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar
from the people.”

Jesus Anointed at Bethany

3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclin-
ing at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard,
very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. * There were
some who said to themselves indignantly, “"Why was the ointment wasted like
that? ® For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred
denarii and given to the poor.” And they scolded her. ¢ But Jesus said, “Leave
her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me.” For
you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good
for them. But you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she could; she
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has anointed my body beforehand for burial. ? And truly, | say to you, wherever
the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told
in memory of her.”

Judas to Betray Jesus

° Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in
order to betray him to them. " And when they heard it, they were glad and
promised to give him money. And he sought an opportunity to betray him.

The Passover with the Disciples

2 And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover
lamb, his disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you
to eat the Passover?” '* And he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go
into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, ' and
wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘'The Teacher says, Where
is my guest room, where | may eat the Passover with my disciples? "> And he
will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for us.”
¢ And the disciples set out and went to the city and found itjust as he had told
them, and they prepared the Passover.

7 And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. '® And as they were
reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, | say to you, one of you will
betray me, one who is eating with me.” ' They began to be sorrowful and to
say to him one after another, “Is it 7" 2° He said to them, "It is one of the twelve,
one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. 2! For the Son of Man goes as
it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!
It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”

Institution of the Lord's Supper

22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and
gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 2 And he took a cup, and
when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 2 And he
said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
2 Truly, | say to you, | will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day
when | drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial

26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, 'l will strike the
shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 2 But after | am raised up, | will go
before you to Galilee.” # Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, |
will not.” 3° And Jesus said to him, “Truly, | tell you, this very night, before the
rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” ¥ But he said emphatically,
“If I must die with you, | will not deny you.” And they all said the same.

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane

32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples,
“Sit here while | pray.” 3* And he took with him Peter and James and John, and
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began to be greatly distressed and troubled. 3* And he said to them, “My soul
is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” 3* And going a little
farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour
might pass from him. 3¢ And he said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for
you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what | will, but what you will.” 3 And he
came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep?
Could you not watch one hour? *® Watch and pray that you may not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 3 And again
he went away and prayed, saying the same words. “° And again he came and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know
what to answer him. *' And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you
still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son
of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. # Rise, let us be going; see, my
betrayer is at hand.”

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

4 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve,
and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the
scribes and the elders. “ Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,
“The one | will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.”
4 And when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he
kissed him. % And they laid hands on him and seized him. 4 But one of those
who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut
off his ear. ¢ And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as against a robber,
with swords and clubs to capture me? % Day after day | was with you in the
temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.”
0 And they all left him and fled.

AYoung Man Flees

> And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his
body. And they seized him, ®2 but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.

Jesus Before the Council

3 And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders
and the scribes came together. ** And Peter had followed him at a distance,
right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards
and warming himself at the fire. > Now the chief priests and the whole council
were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found
none. % For many bore false witness against him, but their testimony did not
agree.® And some stood up and bore false witness against him, saying, > “We
heard him say, 'l will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three
days | will build another, not made with hands.” *? Yet even about this their tes-
timony did not agree. ¢© And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked
Jesus, "Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against
you?” ¢' But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest
asked him, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” ¢2 And Jesus said, “I
am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and
coming with the clouds of heaven.” ¢ And the high priest tore his garments
and said, "What further witnesses do we need? * You have heard his blasphe-
64



>>> THE CHARACTERS 1N JESUS' TRIAL

Jesus' trial took place in two stages: A religious trial and a civil trial. Each session
consisted of three parts. Why such a long and convoluted process?

The Religious Trial (14:53-65) started with a preliminary hearing by Annas (John
18). Some background about Annas: He had been the high priest from AD 7-14,
before he was deposed by the Romans. Caiaphas, his son-in-law, then replaced
him. Still, many Jews continued to regard Annas as the 'true high priest'. Then
Jesus was taken to Caiaphas for another round of questioning, with the Sanhedrin
present. The Sanhedrin was the assembly of the Jewish religious leaders repre-
sented by each of the major religious factions of the day. Mark probably skipped
reporting Jesus' meeting with Annas and went straight into detailing this meeting.
The trial was conducted on the night of the eve of a significant festival — the Pass-
over — so it is debatable if they could have really gathered all 72 members of the
Sanherin at such late notice!

At daybreak, the Sanhedrin made the decision that Jesus should be condemned
to death for blasphemy. However, as they were under Roman law, the punishment
for such capital offenses could only be decided by the Romans. So they handed
Jesus over to Pilate.

The Mishnah (the first major work of rabbinic literature, comprising Jewish oral
traditions and written around 200 AD) clearly states that capital punishment trials
should be conducted in the day, not on the eve of festivals and the verdict should
not be reached on the same day. It should also be conducted in one of the three
designated locations of that time, which did not include the high priest's home.
Evidently, none of these rules were adhered to, clearly revealing the injustice of
Jesus' trial.

The Civil Trial (15:1-15) began with Pontius Pilate, the Roman prefect of Judea.
Pilate declared that he found no guilt in Jesus. But the chief priests protested
strongly, so he sent Jesus over to Herod Antipas in Galilee, hoping he could make
the call in this delicate situation (Luke 23). However, Herod merely treated Jesus as
an interesting exhibit, mocked Him and sent Him back to Pilate. Pilate then made
a weak attempt to convince the crowd that Jesus was innocent, but failed to sat-
isfy them. Finally, he released the criminal Barabbas and condemned Jesus to be
crucified.

As you can see, Jesus' trial was long and complicated because of the many rules
and red tape involved as Israel was under the control of the Romans. In addition,
the trial was conducted by men with weak character and ulterior motives. Yet, the
Creator of the Universe, the Son of God, the King of kings and Lord of lords, sub-
mitted Himself into the hands of His creation to redeem them from their sins and
bring them back into an intimate relationship with the Father.



my. What is your decision?” And they all condemned him as deserving death.
¢ And some began to spit on him and to cover his face and to strike him, say-
ing to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received him with blows.

Peter Denies Jesus

¢ And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high
priest came, ¢’ and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said,
"You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” ¢8 But he denied it, saying, “I neither
know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and
the rooster crowed. ¢? And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to
the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 7° But again he denied it. And after
a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them,
for you are a Galilean.” 7' But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to
swear, "I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the
rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to
him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he
broke down and wept.

Jesus Delivered to Pilate

15 And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with
the elders and scribes and the whole council. And they bound Jesus and led
him away and delivered him over to Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked him, "Are you
the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” ® And the
chief priests accused him of many things. * And Pilate again asked him, “"Have
you no answer to make? See how many charges they bring against you.” > But
Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified

¢ Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they
asked. ” And among the rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the
insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. ® And the crowd came up and
began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. ? And he answered them,
saying, "Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” '° For he
perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up.
" Butthe chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for them Barab-
bas instead. '? And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall | do with the
man you call the King of the Jews?” '® And they cried out again, “Crucify him.”
'* And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all
the more, "Crucify him.” '® So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for
them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.

Jesus Is Mocked

¢ And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's head-
quarters), and they called together the whole battalion.'” And they clothed him
in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him.
8 And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” ' And they were
striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in hom-
age to him. 2® And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the pur-
ple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him.
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The Crucifixion

21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from
the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 2 And they
brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull).
2 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. ¢ And
they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for
them, to decide what each should take. 2 And it was the third hour when they
crucified him. 2¢ And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King
of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and
one on his left. 2 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads
and saying, "Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three
days, 3° save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 3! So also the chief
priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “"He saved others;
he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now
from the cross that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with
him also reviled him.

The Death of Jesus

33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land
until the ninth hour. 3* And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice,
"Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” 3> And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is
calling Elijah.” 3 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, putiton
a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will
come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last.
3 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 3 And
when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his
last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”

4 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses,
and Salome. # When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to
him, and there were also many other women who came up with him to Jeru-
salem.

Jesus Is Buried

42 And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the
day before the Sabbath, *® Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the
council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage
and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. * Pilate was surprised
to hear that he should have already died. And summoning the centurion, he
asked him whether he was already dead. > And when he learned from the
centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. % And Joseph
boughta linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud
and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone
against the entrance of the tomb. 4 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
Joses saw where he was laid.
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DID YOU KNOW that during Jesus' time, it was common practice to bury the
dead in tombs? Within hours of the death, the body would first be washed,
anointed with perfume oils and spices (see Mark 14:8, 16:1) and wrapped in

a shroud, before being placed in a tomb. After about a year, the family would
return to the tomb to collect the bones (the body would have decomposed),
and place them in a small funeral box called an ossuary, which would then
be its permanent home.

The Resurrection

16 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.
2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went
to the tomb.?® And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the
stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” # And looking up, they saw that
the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. > And entering the tomb,
they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and
they were alarmed. ¢ And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the
place where they laid him.” But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going
before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” ® And they
went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized
them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

[Some of the earliest manuscripts do not include 16:9-20.]

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

2 Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. ' She went
and told those who had been with him, as they mourned and wept. " But
when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not
believe it.

Jesus Appears to Two Disciples

12 After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were
walking into the country. '* And they went back and told the rest, but they did
not believe them.

The Great Commission

' Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at
table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because
they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. > And he said to
them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.
' Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not be-
lieve will be condemned. "7 And these signs will accompany those who be-
lieve: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues;
18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly
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poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will
recover.”

' So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 2 And they went out and
preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the
message by accompanying signs.

>>> G0D'S GRACE IS SUFFICIENT

DID YOU KNOW Mark's intent in highlighting the disciples’ weaknesses in
his writing? Mark probably wrote to the church in Rome after Emperor Ne-
ro's great persecution of A.D. 64 which resulted in the brutal martyrdom of
many Christians, whom Nero referred to as a "dangerous sect". Thus, Mark
was writing to guide and support a church that was going through an in-
tense crisis of painful loss, deep uncertainty, and physical hardship. Some
of the early readers' friends and family members would have died for being
Christians, and they themselves might be next! Would they be able to count
the cost and still say "Yes" to Jesus?

This would explain why Mark focuses on the themes of Jesus' suffering in the
gospel, as well as on His sovereign and supreme authority over all things.
May this encourage you in your discipleship as you take up your cross daily
to follow Him, remembering that God's grace is sufficient to do great things
through such weak vessels like the disciples, and similarly, through us.
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back to the heart of worship

SONG



Alabaster Jar

Verse

This alabaster jar

Is all I have of worth

| break it at your feet, Lord
It's less than you deserve
You're far more beautiful
More precious than the oil
The sum of my desires and
the fullness of my joy

Like you spilled your blood,
I spill my heart
As an offering to my King

Chorus

Here | am take me

As an offering

Here | am giving

Every heartbeat for your glory
Take me

Verse

This time that | have left

Is all I have of worth

I lay it at your feet, Lord

It's less than you deserve
And though I've little strength
And though my days are few
You gave your life for me,

so I'll live my life for you

Like you spilled your blood,
I spill my heart
As an offering to my King

Blessed Be Your Name

Verse

Blessed be Your name

In the land that is plentiful

Where Your streams of abundance
flow

Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name

When I'm found in the desert place
Though | walk through the wilderness
Blessed be Your name

Every blessing You pour out

I'll turn back to praise

When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still I will say

Chorus

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

Verse

Blessed be Your name

When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's all as it should be
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name

On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed be Your name

Every blessing You pour out

I'll turn back to praise

When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still I will say

Bridge

You give and take away

You give and take away

My heart will choose to say
Lord, blessed be Your name

Christ Is Enough

Verse

Christ is my reward

And all of my devotion

Now there's nothing in this world
That could ever satisfy

Through every trial



My soul will sing
No turning back
I've been set free

Chorus

Christ is enough for me
Christ is enough for me
Everything | need is in You
Everything | need

Verse

Christ my all in all

The joy of my salvation

And this hope will never fail
Heaven is our home
Through every storm

My soul will sing

Jesus is here

To God be the glory

Bridge

| have decided to follow Jesus
No turning back

No turning back

| have decided to follow Jesus
No turning back

No turning back

The cross before me
The world behind me
No turning back

No turning back

The cross before me
The world behind me
No turning back

No turning back

God Will Make A Way

Verse
God will make a way

Where there seems to be no way
He works in ways we cannot see

He will make a way for me
He will be my guide

Hold me closely to His side
With love and strength

For each new day

He will make a way,

He will make a way

Bridge

By a roadway in the wilderness,

He'll lead me

Rivers in the desert will | see

Heaven and earth will fade

But His Word will still remain

And He will do something new today

Good, Good Father

Verse

Oh, I've heard a thousand stories of
What they think You're like

But I've heard the tender whisper of
love in the dead of night

And You tell me that You're pleased
And that I'm never alone

Chorus

You're a good, good Father

It's who You are, it's who You are,
it's who You are

And I'm loved by You

It's who | am, it's who | am,

it's who I am

Verse

Oh, and I've seen many searching
For answers far and wide

But | know we're all searching for
answers only You provide

'‘Cause You know just what we need
Before we say a word

Bridge

You are perfect in all of Your ways

You are perfect in all of Your ways

You are perfect in all of Your ways to us
You are perfect in all of Your ways



Oh, You're perfect in all of Your ways
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us

Verse

Oh, it's love so undeniable

[, 1 can hardly speak

Peace so unexplainable

I, I can hardly think

As You call me deeper still

As You call me deeper still

As You call me deeper still into
love, love, love

Chorus

You're a good, good Father

It's who You are, it's who You are,
it's who You are

And I'm loved by You

It's who | am, it's who | am,

it's who | am

You are perfect in all of Your ways
(it's who You are, it's who You are,
it's who You are)

And I'm loved by You

(it'swho | am, it's who | am,

it's who | am)

Goodness Of God

Verse

| love You, Lord

For Your mercy never fails me

All my days,

I've been held in Your hands

From the moment that | wake up

Until I lay my head

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God

Chorus

All my life You have been faithful

All my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that | am able

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God
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Verse

| love Your voice

You have led me through the fire

In the darkest night

You are closer like no other

I've known You as a Father

I've known You as a Friend

| have lived in the goodness of God

Bridge

'Cause Your goodness is running after
It's running after me

Your goodness is running after

It's running after me

With my life laid down

I'm surrendered now

| give You everything

'Cause Your goodness is running after
It's running after me

Heart Of Worship

Verse

When the music fades
Allis stripped away

And | simply come
Longing just to bring
Something that's of worth
That will bless Your heart

I'll bring You more than a song
For a song in itself

Is not what You have required
You search much deeper within
Through the ways things appear
You're looking into my heart

Chorus

I'm coming back to the heart of wor-
ship

And it's all about You

It's all about You, Jesus

I'm sorry, Lord,

For the thing I've made it



When it's all about You
It's all about You, Jesus

Verse

King of endless worth

No one could express

How much You deserve?
Though I'm weak and poor
All'l have is Yours

Every single breath

I'll bring You more than a song
For a song in itself

Is not what You have required
You search much deeper within
Through the way things appear
You're looking into my heart

Bridge

I'll bring You more than a song

I'll bring You more than a song, more
than a song

I'll bring You more than a song

I'll bring You more than a song
You're looking into my heart

You're looking into my heart

You're looking into my heart

Into my heart

How Great Is Our God

Verse

The splendor of a King,
Clothed in majesty

Let all the Earth rejoice

All the Earth rejoice

He wraps himself in light
And darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice
Trembles at His voice

Chorus

How great is our God, sing with me
How great is our God, and all will see
How great, how great is our God

Verse

Age to age He stands

And time is in His hands
Beginning and the end
Beginning and the end

The Godhead Three in One
Father Spirit Son

The Lion and the Lamb
The Lion and the Lamb

Bridge

Name above all names

Worthy of our praise

My heart will sing

How great is our God

You're the name above all names
You are worthy of our praise

And my heart will sing

How great is our God

How Great Thou Art

Verse

Oh Lord, my God

When |, in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds

Thy hands have made

| see the stars,

| hear the rolling thunder

Thy power throughout the universe
displayed

Chorus

Then sings my soul,
My Savior God to Thee
How great Thou art,
How great Thou art
Then sings my soul,
My Savior God to Thee
How great Thou art,
How great Thou art

Verse
And when | think that God,
His Son not sparing



Sent Him to die,

| scarce can take itin

That on the cross,

My burden gladly bearing

He bled and died to take away my sin

Verse

When Christ shall come,

With shout of acclamation

And take me home,

What joy shall fill my heart

Then | shall bow in humble adoration
And then proclaim,

"My God, how great Thou art!"

Chorus

Then sings my soul,
My Savior God to Thee
How great Thou art,
How great Thou art
Then sings my soul,
My Savior God to Thee
How great Thou art,
How great Thou art

| Exalt You

Verse

For Thou, O Lord,

Art high above all the earth

Thou art exalted far above all gods
For Thou, O Lord,

Art high above all the earth

Thou art exalted far above all gods

Chorus

| exalt Thee, | exalt Thee
| exalt Thee, O Lord

| exalt Thee, | exalt Thee
| exalt Thee, O Lord

We exalt Thee, we exalt Thee
We exalt Thee, O Lord
We exalt Thee, we exalt Thee
We exalt Thee, O Lord

| Love You Lord

| love You Lord

And | lift my voice
To worship You

Oh, my soul, rejoice!

Take joy my King

In what You hear

Let it be a sweet, sweet sound
In Your ear

| Offer My Life

Verse

All that | am

All that | have

| lay them down before You, oh Lord
All my regrets

All my acclaim

The joy and the pain

I'm making them Yours

Chorus

Lord, | offer my life to You
Everything I've been through
Use it for Your glory

Lord | offer my days to You
Lifting my praise to You

As a pleasing sacrifice

Lord | offer You my life

Verse

Things in the past

Things in the past

Things yet unseen

Wishes and dreams that are yet to
come true

All of my hopes

And all of my plans

My heart and my hands are lifted to
You
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Bridge

What can we give that You have not
given?

And what do we have that is not al-
ready Yours?

All we possess are these lives we're
living

That's what we give to You, Lord

| Say Yes

Verse

When | look upon Your face
When | gaze into Your eyes

| remember what You've done
And | say yes

Verse

When | think about the cross

| see Your blood poured out

| remember what You've done
| say yes

Chorus

Yes to leaving everything behind

Yes to forsaking every want and right
Yes to living out the sum of Your
desires

| say yes

Verse

When | look into Your heart

| see the broken and the lost

| remember what You've done
And | say yes

Bridge

It is my joy to share in Your glory

It is my joy to share in Your suffering
No longer | who live, but Christ in me
| say yes, | say yes
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Living Hope

Verse

How great the chasm that lay between
us

How high the mountain | could not
climb

In desperation, | turned to heaven
And spoke Your Name into the night
Then through the darkness

Your loving kindness

Tore through the shadows of my soul
The work is finished, the end is written
Jesus Christ, my living hope

Verse

Who could imagine so great a mercy?
What heart could fathom such bound-
less grace?

The God of ages stepped down from
glory

To wear my sin and bear my shame
The cross has spoken, | am forgiven
The King of kings calls me His own
Beautiful Savior, I'm Yours forever
Jesus Christ, my living hope

Chorus

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me
free

Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain

There's salvation in Your Name

Jesus Christ, my living hope

Verse

Then came the morning that sealed the
promise

Your buried body began to breathe
Out of the silence, the roaring lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me
Then came the morning that sealed the
promise

Your buried body began to breathe



Out of the silence, the roaring lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me
Jesus, yours is the victory, whoa!

Chorus

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me
free

Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain

There's salvation in Your Name

Jesus Christ, my living hope

Jesus Christ, my living hope
Oh God, You are my living hope

Lord | Need You

Verse

Lord | come, | confess

Bowing here, | find my rest

Without You, | fall apart

You're the one that guides my heart

Chorus

Lord, | need You,

Oh, I need You

Every hour, | need You

My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how | need You

Verse

Where sin runs deep,

Your grace is more

Where grace is found is where You are
And where You are,

Lord, | am free

Holiness is Christ in me

Bridge

So teach my song to rise to You
When temptation comes my way
And when | cannot stand,

I'll fall on You

Jesus, You're my hope and stay

O Praise The Name (Anastasis)

Verse

| cast my mind to Calvary

Where Jesus bled and died for me

| see His wounds, His hands, His feet
My Saviour on that cursed tree

Verse

His body bound and drenched in
tears

They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb
The entrance sealed by heavy stone
Messiah still and all alone

Chorus

O praise the Name of the Lord our
God

O praise His Name forevermore
For endless days we will sing Your
praise

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God

Verse

Then on the third at break of dawn
The Son of heaven rose again

O trampled death where is your sting?
The angels roar for Christ the King

Verse

He shall return in robes of white

The blazing sun shall pierce the night
And | will rise among the saints

My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face

Potter's Hand

Verse

Beautiful Lord, Wonderful Savior

| know for sure, all of my days are
Held in Your hands

Crafted into Your perfect plan

You gently call me, into Your presence
Guiding me by Your Holy Spirit



Teach me dear Lord
To live all of my life through Your eyes

I'm captured by Your Holy calling

Set me apart

| know You're drawing me to Yourself
Lead me, Lord | pray

Chorus

Take me, and mold me

Use me, fill me

| give my life to the Potter's hands
Hold me, You guide me

Lead me, walk beside me

| give my life to the Potter's hand

Still

Verse

Hide me now

Under Your wings
Cover me

Within Your mighty hand

Chorus

When the oceans rise and thunders
roar

| will soar with You above the storm
Father, You are King over the flood
[ will be still, know You are God

Verse

Find rest, my soul

In Christ alone

Know His power

In quietness and trust

Sovereign Over Us

Verse

There is strength within the sorrow
There is beauty in our tears

And you meet us in our mourning
With a love that casts out fear

You are working in our waiting
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You're sanctifying us
When beyond our understanding
You're teaching us to trust

Chorus

Your plans are still to prosper

You have not forgotten us

You're with us in the fire and the flood
You're faithful forever

Perfect in love

You are sovereign over us

Verse

You are wisdom unimagined

Who could understand your ways
Reigning high above the heavens
Reaching down in endless grace
You're the lifter of the lowly
Compassionate and kind

You surround and you uphold me
And your promises are my delight

Bridge

Even what the enemy means for evil
You turn it for our good

You turn it for our good and for your
glory

Even in the valley, you are faithful
You're working for our good

You're working for our good and for

your glory
Thank You Jesus

Thank You, Jesus, for Your love to me
Thank You, Jesus, for Your grace so free
| lift my voice to praise Your Name
Praise You again and again

You are everything

You are my Lord
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